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RELATÓRIO CIENTÍFICO 2011 

 

 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 

IHA is a Research Unit of FCSH-UNL. Following the deep change recently made to its 

statutes (approved in June 2010), IHA’s structure undergone a major transformation: (1) 

there is a new Direction Board (elected in November 2010), composed by one Director 

and two Vice-directors; (2) IHA’s main research guidelines were redesigned, as the 

increasing number of researchers associated to it demanded for an adjustment, and the 

enlargement of the investigation focus. This profound change in the Unit’s structure 

took into account the observations made by the 2008 Evaluation Panel.The new 

regulations mentioned above maintained a Scientific Commission integrating all Unit’s 

PhD researches. This Commission supports and assesses Direction Board’s work. It is 

responsible for (1) the approval of Unit’s scientific policy; (2) the constitution of new, 

or the adjustment of the existing, guidelines, groups and investigation programmes, as 

well as accompanying its fulfilment; (3) the discussion of plans, annual activities reports 

and respective budgets; (4) the election of the Direction. 

Following FCT’s regulations, IHA has set up a new External Advisory Commission 

whose first contributes were gathered in October 2011. 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

IHA organizes its research around the main issues of Art History by adopting an 

integrative and multidisciplinary approach. As a result of all developments and 

transformations occurred during 2010, IHA was focused in the following objectives: 

(1) To promote and extend the study of all areas of Art History, as well as Art Theory, 

Art History’s disciplinary practices, Museum studies and conservation practices and 

Heritage; 

(2) To promote and extend the study of specific areas such as Decorative Arts, and 

Lisbon Studies. 

(3) To support and carry out undergoing research projects in these areas (3 will be 

concluded in 2013, and other 2 were initiated in 2011; 5 projects applied the FCT’s call 

in 2011, one of which has been recommed for funding and will start on March 2012), as 

well as encouraging new ones; 

(4) To promote and support the creation of networks of specialized research teams 

within the context of post-graduate and post-doctorate degrees and their research 

guidelines; 
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(5) To promote the international visibility of Portuguese Art History by the 

dissemination of results of the research through publications, the web site, general and 

monographic training courses, seminars, conferences and other scientific assemblies;  

(6) To increase scientific exchange with other institutions and between national and 

international researchers; 

(7) To point out History of Art as a fundamental area to the definition of Portuguese and 

EU’s cultural policies, making clear, as well, its role in economic and social 

development, namely trough tourism, the requalification of historic centres and the 

vivification of museums and monuments; 

(8) To contribute to stimulate the employment within History of Art and Heritage 

sectors, by establishing cooperation, through protocols, with public institutes from the 

Ministry for Culture and with city councils.  

(9) As for Unit’s pedagogic activities for a general public IHA aims: 

a) To increased several PhD seminars organised by prominent experts, both national and 

international, invited on purpose by the Unit; b) To increased the involvement of the 

team researchers in the organization of Summer courses in the Faculty; c)The 

organisation of a Specialised Course in Heritage Management, along with IGESPAR 

and Lisbon City Council (March-June 2011). 

 

MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS DURING THE YEAR OF 2010 

(1) IHA’s workrooms were reorganised according to the activities carried out by this 

unit, which concerns not only management tasks but also research work. Thus a room 

was made available to all the IHA’s researchers who are developing their own master 

and PhD studies or are involved in the unit’s projects. 

(2) The Scientific Board approved the creation of new research groups within IHA’s 

structure. Consequently, this unit, which comprehended three major guidelines, now 

integrates eight groups, corresponding, therefore, to the 2008 Evaluation Panel 

proposals, to the growing number of researchers, and to the urge of more specific 

approaches. 

(3) The Revista de História da Arte, IHA’s periodic publication, is now fulfilling 

international peer-reviewed magazines’ requirements, such as the organisation of call 

for papers concerning the subject of each issue. Moreover, IHA created an online series 

of its magazine (W Series) which enables the virtual access to research material, and 

studies and a broader diffusion of IHA’s activities. W Series follows a specific 

numbering, respecting, however, the design and content features of its paper editions.  

(4) IHA set up a new External Advisory Commission, organizing a first meeting 

between this Commission and the unit’s members on October 7th and 8th 2011.  
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(5) IHA firmly stimulated its members, particularly the integrated ones, to apply for 

international conferences and symposia, supporting financially the participation in these 

events with the budget set by IHA’s direction with the agreement of each research 

group.  

(6) The translation of fundamental Art History texts was another main goal that was 

initiated during 2011 with the publication of Portuguese editions of a number of works 

from notorious art historians and philosophers. 

(7) IHA integrated the International Association of Research Institutes in the History of 

Art (RIHA), becoming the first Portuguese unit of this area of study to join an 

international network. This integration constitutes a definitive step forward in the 

internationalization of this unit in the fields of education and research in Art History.  

  

ACTIVITIES 

 

Integrative/multidisciplinary activities during the year of 2011 

The reorganisation of IHA’s structure with the creation of new guidelines has enhanced 

research around the main issues of Art History by adopting an integrative and 

multidisciplinary approach. Confirmation of this effort to reinforce a multidisciplinary 

methodology are provided by the 5 undergoing research projects, which associates 

several research units, thus allowing the creation of teams involving researchers from 

other scientific domains, such as Chemistry, Informatics or Archival Science.  

IHA has also promoted several activities, some of them in cooperation with other 

institutions, which gathered contributions from different fields of study around a 

common subject: Dance and Music in the Plastic Arts in the 20th century (FCSH/UNL, 

April); Specialised Course on Heritage Management - “Frameworks” (FCSH/UNL, 

April-June); Conference Cycle on Art Treatises in Portugal: Gardens, Treatises, 

Iconography (Marqueses de Fronteira Palace, Lisbon, May, September and December); 

PhD Seminar session on Nazi Colonialism: Landscape and Genetics by Tiago Saraiva 

(University of California, Berkeley/ Instituto de Ciências Sociais da Universidade de 

Lisboa) (FCSH/UNL, June); PhD Seminar session on Art and Mediation: the edition of 

art books nowadays by Dalila Rodrigues (Babel Publisher, Faculdade de Letras da 

Universidade de Coimbra); PhD Seminar session on The City and Architecture from 

Colonial Urbanization Cabinet point of view by Ana Vaz Milheiro (architect, 

Architecture and Urbanism Department, ISCTE-Instituto Universitário de Lisboa); 

International Conference on 18th Architecture & Culture “Books with a view, 

Celebrating the birth of the Portuguese architect and city planner Eugénio dos Santos 

(1711-1760)”, in cooperation with the Centro de Investigação em Arquitectura, 

Urbanismo e Design da Faculdade de Arquitectura da Universidade Técnica de Lisboa; 

Centro de História da Cultura da Faculdade de Ciências Sociais e Humanas da 

Universidade Nova de Lisboa (Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon, November).  

The team of the Lisbon in Tiles before the 1755 Earthquake research project organised a 

meeting about Lisbon: the Tile and the City (Teatro Aberto, Lisbon, November). 
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Alongside REQUIMTE (Portugues network in Chemistry and Chemical Engineering), 

with which IHA organised an international Conference about Medieval illuminated 

manuscripts, an online edition of the Revista de Historia da Arte was issued, on the 

theme Medieval Colours: between beauty and meaning 

(http://revistadehistoriadaarte.wordpress.com). This edition created a new publication 

series of the Revista - W series, which will enhance the access to research material and 

studies. 

 

Outreach activities during the year of 2011 

All the scientific events promoted by IHA have been opened to general public 

attendance. The unit organised, in cooperation with its members, a wide range of 

activities that have contributed to a broad communication of art history themes, new 

research projects and perspectives. Therefore several PhD seminars were organised 

relying on prominent experts, both national and international, invited on purpose by the 

Unit: Professor Cristina Bruno, from São Paulo University, Brazil, lectured about Art 

Museums Today: museological perspectives and expectations in FCSH; António 

Guerreiro presented his research on Aby Warburg’s project; and Professor Manuel 

Villaverde Cabral (Instituto de Ciências Sociais and Instituto do Envelhecimento da 

Universidade de Lisboa) introduced the topic Being an architect: vocation and 

profession (FCSH/UNL, November).  

In addition, some of the team researchers organised and taught Summer courses in the 

FCSH. 

IHA continued to organise Specialised Courses, such as the second edition in Heritage 

Management, along with IGESPAR and Lisbon City Council. IHA teams were 

responsible for the organisation of thematic conferences, such as Dance and music in 

the plastic arts in the 20th century and Art and Eroticism.  

In 2011 two international meetings took place: the first one was devoted to Antiquity 

Mosaics in Hispania (FCSH/UNL, July); the second one, entitled Books with a view, 

Celebrating the birth of the Portuguese architect and city planner Eugénio dos Santos 

(1711-1760), gathered many institutional partnerships (Centro de Investigação em 

Arquitectura, Urbanismo e Design da Faculdade de Arquitectura da Universidade 

Técnica de Lisboa; Centro de História da Cultura da Faculdade de Ciências Sociais e 

Humanas da Universidade Nova de Lisboa) (Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon, 

November).  

With a view to involve a broader audience in the debate enhaced by a research project, 

the team of the study about the Sources for the History of Art Museums in Portugal, 

invited Professor Hartmut Dorgerloh, Director of the Foundation of Prussian Palaces 

and Gardens, to lecture about Prussian Royal Palaces and Gardens as National 

Collections. Conservation - Organisation - Education (National Museum of Ancient Art, 

Lisbon, May).  
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A new issue of Revista de História da Arte was launched, devoted to the dialogue 

between Museums and Academic Research. This edition was organised by the 

researchers of Museum Studies guideline. 

The IHA participated once again in the Lisbon Book Fair.  
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